
 
                   CES Northwest Presents 

Northwest Symposium 
Saturday, February 11, 2006 

The Tyee Campus 
 

 “Success for Each Student” 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

 
8:00  Continental Breakfast------------------------------------------Cafeteria 
 
 
8:30  Opening Session---------------------------------------------------Cafeteria 
   Welcome   Jan Reeder, Director CES Northwest 

Introduction to The Tyee CampusÑ Rick Harwood, Principal, 
Global Connections 
 
 

9:00   Workshops 
 
 
1.  Using Reading and Writing Workshops in the Student-Centered Classroom --305 
    Casey Silbaugh, Crossroads Prep Academy, Clover Park High School 
 
We will be using Nancie Atwell’s teachings from her book In the Middle, which help describe how to set 
up reading and writing workshops. We will also examine the pros and cons of using the workshop method 
alongside district or building curricula. 
 
2.   ‘Washing Away’, A trial Activity asks who’s guilty for Katrina’s horrors --303 
 Ian McFeat, Foss High School 
 
Participants will learn to create their own trial role plays through experiencing a trial about Hurricane 
Katrina and the responsibility for the destruction in its aftermath.   Through role playing as  Poor People of 
New Orleans, the Rich of New Orleans, The Free Market Economy, The Bush Administration, FEMA, and 
State and Local Authorities, participants will learn how to create trials of their own to engage students in 
the CES Habits of Mind.  Participants will leave with reproducible handouts and student starter poems and 
other materials on Katrina that can help shape units of their own. 
 
 
3.   Student Led Conferences-----------------------------------------------------------------307 



 Jeff Heiman, Lisa Gallo, Experience Academy at Foster High School 
 
We will present a brief overview of the Experience Academy and Foster High School.  We will then 
explain why we adopted Student-Led Conferences, the format of the conferences and give each participant 
a packet of materials.  Participants will have time to peruse samples of student work, and have some work 
time to brainstorm ways to make it work in their school.  There will be time for questions and answers.   
 
 
 
4.  Personalizing Classrooms-----------------------------------------------------------------310 
 Pam Wise, CES Northwest 
 
With personalization, it's hard to know where to start and when to stop.  One definitely true thing is that 
advisory and getting to know kids are not the beginning and the end of the personalization conversation in 
the schools we are creating--and far too often, this is as far as people go.  In this workshop, we'll talk about 
building a personalized classroom environment, personalizing instructional strategies, and above all, 
creating classroom activities and assessments that allow students to connect their lives to the work they do. 
 
 
 
5.    Implementing Common Principles in the Classroom--------------------------311 

Holli Hanson, CES Northwest 
 
This workshop will introduce participants to using a video produced by CES to see how today’s most 
successful small schools implement the common principles in their classrooms.  This first video focuses on 
Less is More and Student as worker.  Participants will experience the activities of the professional 
development toolkit that accompanies the videos.   
 
 
 
10:45  Break 
 
 
 
11:00  Equity discussion groups----------------------------------Cafeteria 
 
 
 
 
12:15  Lunch---------------------------------------------------------------Cafeteria 
 
 
 
 
 
1:15  Workshops 
 



1. Student Developed Rubrics----------------------------------------------------------302 
Angie Robles, Clover Park High School 

 
Personalization is a necessary and vital part of the Small School process. During this workshop we will 
examine work created collaboratively by Clover Park High School students. This work was a way for 
students to expose themselves to Habits of Mind and have a voice within their education. Participants will 
engage in hands on activities, discussion and reflection. By the end of the workshop participants will be 
able to walk away with tools and perspectives to take back to their own classrooms. 
 
 

2. When Less is Less:  Are All of the EALR’s Essential?-----------------------303 
Jessie Towbin, Tim Fraychineaud, Todd Beamer High School 

 
What if all students passed the WASL – would they all be prepared for life? The EALRS were designed to 
identify everything students need to learn. The WASL tests only a few of them. Have we, in our focus on 
the WASL, stopped teaching some of the most essential things that our students will need for success after 
high school? This “conversation among friends” will work from these questions toward a vision of a 
classroom or school where all the Essential Learnings are essential. Participants will leave with tools and 
strategies for addressing these important issues in their schools and classrooms. 
 
 
       3.   Culminating Exhibitions------------------------------------------------------------307 
 Emily DeJulio, Ashley Middleton , Discovery Academy at Foster High School 
  
Learn how the Discovery Academy at Foster High School created a performance based assessment system 
that includes grade level year-end projects responsive to overarching questions.  Who Am I?  How do I fit 
into the world?  How do I know the American Promise includes me?  How do I prove I can get to where I 
want to go?  Through an interactive format, participants will:  learn about logistics and nuts and bolts, 
receive hand-outs showing project components, see examples of student work, reflect on their own context 
and brainstorm possibilities for their own school.   

         
4.  Hearing Student Voices—Leadership in Action-----------------------------310 

Bethany Bafus and students, Inglewood Junior High School 
 
Within this presentation staff and students will share how CES principles impact the entire school through 
student run committees and projects.  Participants will learn what strategies and tools students need to 
create meaningful activities.   
 
 

5. Socratic Seminar—How To Get Started----------------------------------------311 
Kevin Rupprecht, Clover Park High School 

 
Socratic Seminar is an in class process to develop students to use their minds well.  Session Participants 
will explore the what, why, and how of Socratic Seminar.  Participants will be led through a conversation 
of Essential Questions and Enduring Understanding and the role that these two learning components have 
on the success of a Socratic Seminar and the significance of having these components embedded in a 
teachers instruction to deepen the learning of all students.  Participants will be engaged in several 
opportunities to contribute in a Socratic Seminar and be exposed to various methods of conducting Socratic 
Seminar. 

 
 


